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Co-chairs for National Engineers Week 2007 are the

Society of Manufacturing Engineers and Tyco Electronics.
Founded in 1551 by the National Society of Professional

Engineers, the goal of the program is 1o raise public

understanding and appreciation of engineers’ contributions
10 society, and to generate interest in engineering and
technology careers among young students and promoting

pre-college literacy in math and science.

The need to generate interest among today’s youth

in engineering fields may be particularly apropos in

Orange County, based on a report titled “Orange County

Workforce 2025," produced by the Orange County
Business Council, Southern California Fdison and the
Orange County, Anaheim and Santa Ana workforce-
investiment boards.

_ The report notes that at least one-third of future jobs
will demand skills in what are collectively known as the

STEM disciplines - science, technology, engineering

and mathematics, according to the U.S. Department of
Labor. Currently, about 20 percent of undergraduate and
graduate degrees awarded by Orange County universities
are in the STEM disciplines, indicating that the county may

be facing a shortage of these workers.

A variety of programs have been scheduled to help

bring the goals of EWeek to fruition.
zZaginearing in tn2 classroom

Several programs are included in EWeek that allow for

direct participation by schools across the nation.

The National Engineers Week Future City Coinpetition
returns for its 15th year as 30,000 middle-school students
in 1,100 schools from 38 regions across America work
with teachers and volunteer engineers to construct large,

tabletop models of cities of tomorrow. The teams
presented their Future Cities before engineer judges
at regional competitions in January. The first-place
teams from qualifying regional competitions earned
trips to Washington, D.C. for the Future City
National Finals from Feb. 19-21. More information is
available at www.futurecity.org.

oday marks the beginning of National Engineers
Week, a coalition of more than 75 engineering,
professional and technical societies and more

than 50 corporations and government agencies.

Through an ongoing program calted DiscoverF,
more than 45,000 engineers work with 5.5 million
students and teachers in elementary through
secondary schools each year through classroom visits
and extracurricular programs, using educational
materials provided by the EWeek ¢oalition. ‘

DiscoverE’s 2007 program materials include
multimedia activity guides developed from the
PBS television programs "Design Squad” and
“Cyberchase.” ‘

In the National Engineering Design Challenge,
high school students apply creativity, science,
engineering problem-solving skilis and teamwork to
help people with disabilities enter or advance in the
workplace by overcoming barriers to employment.
After competitions across the country, the top
five teams went 1o the national finals Feb. 16 in
Washington, D.C. More information on NEDC,
sponsored by JETS, can be found at www jets org.

“Visioneering 2007 Designing the Future,” an
annual event for middie-school students in the
Dallas/Fort Worth area, is scheduled for March 31
on the campus of Southern Methodist University,
The evant will be taped for a later television
proadcast to schools nationwide on Channel One.
More information is avaitable at www.theinstitute.
smu.eduivisioneering/,

The Discover Engineering Web site (www.
discoverengineering.org) enables middie-school
students to discover the how and why of becoming
angineers. The site features links to hundreds of
related educational, professional and corporate sites.

Women in engineering

While women account for 46 5 percent of
the nation’s workforce, according to estimates
by the U S Bureau of Labar Statistics for 2005,
their representation In engineering occupations
15 noticeably smaller Women account for an
estimated 7 9 percent of electrical and electronics
engineers, 5 8 percent of mechanical engineers,
117 percent of cvil engineers, 11 3 percent of
aerospace engineers, 12 7 percent of computer
hatdware engineers and 15 8 percent of chemical
engineais Women aiso account for 19 7 peicent of
engineering technicians
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